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Ifce Pink Ribbon Golf Classic
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Becky Jewett of Ponte Vedra Beach turned 60 more than seven years ago, but she

remembers the day like it was yesterday. It was a Thursday, and she was shopping for new

glasses when a phone call from her doctor made the day a milestone for all the wrong

reasons. Becky had to schedule an appointment as soon as possible, the doctor told her. She

knew immediately there was trouble.

"I had just had some tests for breast cancer, and I knew she had bad news because she

wanted to deliver it in person," Becky says. "I remember telling my doctor, 'I have big plans

for my birthday, but this isn't exactly what I had in mind.' Then, I said, 'Tomorrow's Friday.

What do I need to do to get the ball rolling?'"

Not only did the ball roll quickly, it rolled in ways that Becky didn't expect. She started

treatment immediately and shaved her head, instead of waiting for her hair to fall out.



After six months of chemotherapy and

radiation therapy, she was cancer-free.

But shortly after her diagnosis, two fellow

members of The Ponte Vedra Women's Golf

Association (PVWGA) learned they had breast

cancer. And so The Pink Ribbon Golf Classic

was born.

Created by PVWGA member

Susie Buckey, The Pink Ribbon

Golf Classic is an all-volunteer

event that raises money for

breast cancer care and research

at Baptist Medical Center Beaches and Mayo Clinic Florida. The

event's motto is "Keep it Local," and all proceeds stay in the

community. In seven years, it has raised more than $600,000

and funded several improvements that help Baptist Beaches

patients every day, says Hospital President Joe Mitrick.

"Pink Ribbon is a testament to the power of local philanthropy," Mr. Mitrick says. "The

amount of money it's raised is amazing, and so is the impact. It's helped us purchase

state-of-the-art technology and provide a full-time breast cancer care coordinator. Both

are essential for our patients."

For Susie, these results are just the latest returns on more than 20 years of fundraising

for breast cancer. Prior to moving to Jacksonville in 2003, she created a golf tournament

in Richmond, VA, that funded breast cancer care in that community. She has never had

breast cancer herself, but she has seen its toll on close friends and family.

"I lost a friend who was only 25, and she had two small children at the time," Susie says.

"It hit me really hard, and I've always been a believer in keeping philanthropy local, to

help people in my community."

Susie is also a believer in Baptist Health, and her experience with the health system

stretches back decades. "I've been visiting Ponte Vedra since the 1960s, and with four

kids, I was always going to the hospital for some reason," she says. "I was pleased with the

Beaches hospital, but I've also noticed how much it's improved since Baptist purchased it

in the 1990s."

Though Susie and this year's event chair, Millie Harrison, want The Pink Ribbon Golf

Classic to raise more money and become even bigger, that focus hasn't prevented them

from appreciating the event's essence - the generosity of a growing group of volunteers,

sponsors and participants.

Bottom row, left to right: Helena Gorob,

Julie Lord, Tabitha Furyk, Millie Harrison,

Becky Jewett, Alison McCallum and

Susie Buckey

Top row, left to right: Nancy Morrison,

Shari Huseman andMandy Morrow

We're proud of the
contributions we raise
each year, and we're up
to almost 200 golfers.
It's so inspiring to see
all the different ways
that people give of
themselves to make
the event a success."

Millie Harrison
Event Chair,

The Pink Ribbon Golf Classic
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"We're proud of the contributions we raise each year, and we're now

up to almost 200 golfers," Millie says. "It's so inspiring to see all the

different ways that people give of themselves to make our event

a success. Our volunteers give so much time, and we've received

tremendous support from Ponte Vedra Inn Si Club, Tabitha and Jim

Furyk, Underwood Jewelers and several other donors. Brumos Motor

Cars and Mercedes-Benz of Orange Park have also joined our team as

the presenting sponsors this year. It makes you realize that we live in

a very generous community."

Friendship is another revelation that Susie and Millie have enjoyed as

a result of The Pink Ribbon Golf Classic. They first met as neighbors,

and Buckey almost immediately recruited Harrison as a volunteer for

the event. Since then, they've become inseparable.

"We're children of different generations, but we're kindred spirits,"

Millie says.

And neither of them can wait for The Pink Ribbon Golf Classic's finest

hour - a post-tournament luncheon that includes a moment that

honors all participants who are breast cancer survivors. It's a brief but

powerful moment, says Becky, who has participated in every one.

"It makes you realize that anyone can get breast cancer and that

you're part of a big group of people," Becky says. "And it makes you

want to continue being a survivor."

Nancy Morrison, Susie Buckey and Julie Lord meet with

other volunteers to plan The Pink Ribbon Golf Classic.

Pink Ribbon is a
testament to the power
of local philanthropy.
The amount of money
it's raised is amazing,
and so is its impact. "

Joe Mitrick
Hospital President,

Baptist Beaches

Volunteers with The Pink Ribbon Golf Classic meet

regularly to prepare for the annual fundraiser.
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Join Us for Our Seventh Annual

CLASSIC

Cocktail Party
Oceanfront home on

Ponte Vedra Boulevard

Wednesday, October 9, 2013

Women's Golf Tournament
Ponte Vedra Inn & Club

Thursday, October 10, 2013

Multi-Designer Trunk Show
Di MODOLO, Marco Bicego and

David Yurman Men's Collection

Underwood Jewelers

Thursday, November 14, 2013

To learn more, purchase a cocktail party
ticket, register for golf, make a donation or
become a partner or sponsor, please visit
www.pinkribbonjax.org.

All proceeds benefit Baptist Medical Center Beaches
and Mayo Clinic-Jacksonville.


